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Draft Terms of Reference – Improving Cardiff’s Air Quality 

The aim of the inquiry is to provide Members with the opportunity to explore and 

consider how the Council can help to improve air quality in Cardiff.  This will include 

reviewing:  

 Current Air Quality Position -  to include a report and analysis of the worst 

affected areas; the major contributing factors to air pollution in Cardiff; resources, 

monitoring arrangements & statutory responsibilities; the impact on public health; 

consider any existing air quality action plans for Cardiff; to consider air quality 

responsibilities placed on the Council.   

 
 Development of Cardiff’s Clean Air Strategy – to include a report on the aims 

and objectives of the strategy; associated policies that support the development 

of the strategy; resources and timescale for delivering the strategy; desired 

impact of the strategy and the main areas that the strategy will target.  

 
 Welsh Government Position on Air Quality – to gain a better understanding of 

the policy objectives of the Welsh Government in terms of air quality; to 

understand the applicable timescales and consequences of the Council not 

meeting these policy objectives; to identify the key areas that Welsh Government 

believes should be targeted to achieve the best outcomes for air quality.  

 
 Transportation – to understand the positive and negative impacts that transport 

(and transport systems) can have on air quality in Cardiff; to establish a hierarchy 

of transport pollution sources and evaluate what can be done to better manage 

the worst polluting sources; to review transport schemes and infrastructure 

planned for development or in the process of being delivered in Cardiff; to explore 

the benefits of sustainable fleet management in Cardiff; to consider the impact 

that changes in technology and public perception can have on air quality.   

 
 Other Pollution Sources – to consider a range of pollution sources (excluding 

transport) and the impact that these have upon air quality in Cardiff; to establish a 

hierarchy of pollution sources (excluding transport) and evaluate what can be 

done to better manage the worst polluting sources; to review proposals currently 

being developed or delivered (excluding transport) to reduce pollution in Cardiff.  
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 Planning & Development – to understand how the planning and development 

process can be used to improve air pollution in Cardiff; to consider the current 

planning processes / policies and how these impact upon air pollution; the impact 

that the growth of the city might have upon air quality.  

 
 Sustainable Fuels – to understand the challenges and opportunities that the 

growth of sustainable fuels can have upon air quality in Cardiff; to consider the 

role of the Council in terms of helping to establish the local market for sustainable 

fuels; to consider what the Council and its partners can proactively do to support 

the move to sustainable fuels.  

 
 Clean Air Zones – to understand how Clean Air Zones work; the impact that a 

Clean Air Zone could have upon air quality in Cardiff and the wider implications 

for the city; the costs and opportunities of setting up a clean air zone;  best 

practice in delivering Clean Air Zones (to include domestic and international 

examples).  

 

 

 

 

 


